
KENTUCKY KDE OF EDUCATION 
 

STAFF NOTE 
 
Review Item: 
 
Overview of the facilities planning process and future revision of the school facilities 
regulation  
 
Applicable Statute or Regulation: 
 
KRS 157.420, 157.620, 157.622, KRS 156.070 
 
History/Background: 
 
Existing Policy.  702 KAR 1:001, which incorporates the Kentucky School Facilities 
Planning Manual and the Master Educational Facilities Plan Guidelines by reference, was last 
modified in June 2004.  This regulation sets forth a process that requires every school district 
in the state to prepare a District Facility Plan (DFP) containing an assessment of the school 
district’s attributes and operations including the district profile, educational program, 
demographic information, facility conditions, and finances (cost of delivery of services).    
 
Local school districts are required to select a Local Planning Committee (LPC) to develop a 
District Facility Plan (DFP) outlining capital construction priorities. The LPC, by virtue of its 
makeup, encourages both community involvement and diversity of ideas. The LPC 
recommends a DFP to the local board; the DFP submitted to the Kentucky Department of 
Education (KDE) is the final decision of the local board of education. 
 
Information reviewed in developing the DFP provides the LPC with a comprehensive view of 
program and facility needs required to provide an equitable and adequate educational 
opportunity.  KDE staff validates the process and verifies that information has been provided 
to the LPC for evaluation. 
 
Once the proposed DFP is recommended by the LPC and approved by the local board of 
education, KDE staff certifies, to the best of its ability, that the plan presented is in 
accordance with 702 KAR 1:001 and that the required provisions of the regulation have been 
undertaken in compliance with the appropriate sections. 
 
Policy Issues/Options: 
 
KDE staff is bringing forward the potential changes listed below to the Kentucky School 
Facilities Planning Manual for consideration and discussion.  Kentucky Board of Education 
members’ input on these potential changes is needed before bringing back the amended 
regulation in October.  For reference purposes, the current versions of 702 KAR 1:001, the 
Kentucky School Facilities Planning Manual and the Master Educational Facilities Plan 
Guidelines are attached so that the existing requirements will be clear (Attachments A, B and 
C).  
 



In lieu of the relatively minor changes incorporated in 2004, the changes proposed within the 
new document would be much more extensive and respond to the recommendations of Office 
of Education Accountability and the School Facilities Task Force.  Those changes would 
include: 
 
• The entire format of the regulation would be changed to an outline form to allow easy 

reference.  
• The proposed regulation would combine the Planning Manual and Master Educational 

Facilities Manual into a single document.  
• The planning process would be revised to be broken into several phases to allow KDE to 

review and comment on the planning effort incrementally instead of at the beginning and 
end.  For example, architect and engineering building evaluations would be done before 
the LPC begins to meet. Once the architect/engineer completes the evaluations and the 
LPC is selected, the district would submit the information to KDE to proceed with the 
orientation session. 

• The requirements of the regulation and the intended outcomes would be more clearly 
defined.  For example, the use of demographic information, student capacity, school 
analysis and construction pricing would be clearly spelled out. 

• Standards for Alternative Schools, Early Childhood Centers and Vocational/Technical 
Schools would be added. 

• The steps of the planning process would be better defined. 
• The public hearing process would be adjusted. 
• Specific submission requirements would be more clearly noted. 
• District Facilities Plan modification procedures would be modified to be more agile. 
• Submission forms that are not required to review plans would be eliminated. 
• A weighted building evaluation tool would be added to compute a building rating that 

responds to building condition and the relative costs needed to address building 
deficiencies. 

 
Impact on Getting to Proficiency: 
 
Facilities must be in good condition and have the necessary features to support students as they 
strive to reach proficiency. 
 
Contact Person: 
 
Dr. Larry Stinson, Associate Commissioner Mark W. Ryles, Director  
Office of District Support Services  Division of Facilities Management  
502/564-3930     502/564-4326 
Larry.Stinson@education.ky.gov  Mark.Ryles@education.ky.gov 
  
 
____________________________               ______________________________            
Deputy Commissioner                                 Interim Commissioner of Education  
 
Date: 
October 2007  
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